KENYA 


RENDILLE (CUSHITIC) 


PHONEMES AND ORTHOGRAPHIC SYMBOLS 


EXAMPLES 


[bl 

b 

/d/ 

dh 

N 

t 

AV 

d 

AJ/ 

ch 

/*/ 

J 

/k/ 

k 

/g/ 

g 

i\i 

i 

M 

e 


Iml 

m 

M 

n 

/JV 

ny 

W 

ng 


III 

Isl 
N 
hi 

Ixl 
Ihl 
M 
M 

m 

lul 

hi 


f 

s 

1 

r 

kh 
h' 
h 
w 

y 

u 
o 


/a/ 


/W 


Tone: 


VV 


high 
low 


unmarked 


Tone has both lexical and grammatical function. Precise rules for 
tone-marking have not yet been formulated. 


bar 

biche 

chan 

dam 

dhab 

her 

far 

gaal 

hool 

h'661 

min 

tfjo 

kokoob 

khokhoom 

161)'0 

miris 

nah 

ng'ur 

nyoor 

tor 

rah 

saah 

tuuman 

bur 

waakh 

yaakh 


body mark 

water 

five 

drink! 

fire 

warriors 

finger 

camel 

gazelle 

problems 

house 

milk container 

cup 

club 

ox 

clouds 

we (excl.) 

slash 

leg bell 

plain 

frog 

separate! 

all 

hillock 

God 

pasture 


Tone: 

makhaabal inam a arge 

the man saw the boy 
makhaabal inam a arge 

it's the man (that) 

the boy saw 
inam makhaabal a arge 

the boy saw the man 
inam makhaabal a arge 

it's the boy (whom) 

the man saw 


ALPHABET 


a b ch d dh e f g h h> i j k kh I m n ng' ny o r s t 
u w y 
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number of graphemes 26 
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